
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
April 19, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
April 19, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; and Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim General Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, Operations 
Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations 
Manager; Sally Saxton, Senior Accountant/Acting Finance Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP 
Clerk/Deputy Auditor; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; 
Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal, Bill Swanson, 
Dale Ragan, City of Mount Vernon Councilman, Mark Semrau, Ryan Dales, Mike 
Newman; District Employees:  Jamie LeBlanc, Joe Dralle, Krista Lewis, and Becky Zorn. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the April 12, 2016 
Commission meeting as sent.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Approval No. 2671 – 
Voucher Nos. 6026-6082 (6038 voided) and Payroll Check Nos. 14016-14095 
($391,422.01) 04/19/16.  Commissioner Cook commented that attorney fees were over 
$25,000 for the second month in a row; Interim Manager Sidhu replied that was incorrect, 
as the fees in March were $14,900.  Commissioner Cook abstained.  The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Interim General Manager Sidhu reported that as 
mentioned previously, he and a few staff members would be meeting with Derek Pell, Planning 
and Engineering Manager, WA State Department of Health (DOH) NW Drinking Water 
Operations tomorrow to stay engaged. 

Attorney Gilbert reported the following: 
• An additional delinquent LUD property was removed from the list, as the entire 

assessment will be paid. 

• Last week depositions were taken from Interim Manager Sidhu and Operations Manager 
Fox regarding backup services provided to the City of Lyman under its Interlocal 
Agreement with the District, as the City is being sued by a former employee. 

Commissioner Cook commented that the draft agenda for last week’s meeting was not 
posted 24 hours in advance; Attorney Gilbert replied it was de minimis in nature, an 
oversight that does not happen very often.  Discussion ensued. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported on the following: 

• District crews have completed work on the Ball Road Project.  This week crews 
are in full construction mode on the Waugh Road project. To date the crews have 
replaced 3,100 lineal feet of pipe. Next week crews will be continuing with the 
pipe replacement program with work on Waugh Road. 

• The Division Street Tank and Booster Pump project advertised for bids on March 
30.  The advertisement period is four weeks and bids will be received and opened 
on April 26.  On Thursday, April 14, a well-attended pre-bid meeting was held in 
the Aqua Room.  This project is partially funded through a Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund loan.   

• The Bulk Water Filling stations have been set and are operable.  Staff has 
completed the brochures, forms, and hosted a demonstration of the fill stations on 
Monday, April 18.  The Skagit Valley Herald was in attendance and an article was 
featured in today’s paper.  A second demonstration is being planned for those who 
were not able to attend the first demonstration.  Commissioner Robertson asked if 



the Conway station was used for the demo; Assistant Engineering Manager 
Handzlik replied yes.  Commissioner Robertson asked if there will be a demo at 
the Alger station; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied staff will look 
at the hydrant meter data and could possibly have a demo at the Alger location.  
Commissioner Cook asked if the information was on the District website; 
Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied yes. 

• Developer Projects 
A preconstruction meeting was held for the Cleveland Avenue Waterline 
Extension.  

• Discussion regarding cross connection will be scheduled on the agenda next week 
to begin a dialogue about what the District faces in Skagit County and putting 
together a manual. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported on the following: 

• Cayenta is on track and going well.   

• Presented four options regarding audio and/or video recording of Commission 
meetings, including purchase, installation and operational costs ranging from 
$763,000 to $1.8 million over a 20 year period, plus additional costs associated 
with archiving and reviewing and revising policies.  IT Manager Chrysler asked if 
there was any direction from the Commission; the Commission will review the 
information and may request a demonstration at some time in the future. 

Commissioner Littlefield asked about flaggers on the month long closure of Waugh Road 
for pipeline replacement.  Discussion ensued regarding the use of contract flaggers vs. 
Construction Crew flaggers, certification requirements, length of project, and rotating 
companies for competitive pricing based on bids and quotes.  Commissioner Robertson 
commented on seeing oil pipeline work while out of town and spoke with the contractor 
regarding measuring pipe wall thickness and asked if it could be used in Skagit County 
with areas of clay soil; Operations Manager Fox replied there is some amazing 
technology available now.  Discussion ensued regarding use of acoustics and correlators 
for leak detection, estimated costs and justification over digging up pipe, maps, valves 
and condition assessment for various types of pipe.  Commissioner Robertson stated he 
would like to see funds for 2017 to use these types of technology; Assistant Engineering 
Manager Handzlik replied that Engineering has two positions budgeted that have not yet 
been filled and they would utilize that type of equipment. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that 55 children from a 3rd grade class 
toured the WTP today and a group of Girl Scouts will tour on Thursday.  He stated that 
the class was provided with the story of drinking water curriculum in advance and it was 
helpful to the children on the tour. 

Senior Accountant/Acting Finance Manager Saxton reported that the annual finance 
report is progressing nicely and should be complete well within the deadline. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that he had received updated bid letters from 
Skagit Bank and presented Resolution No. 2230-16, A Resolution of the Commission of Public 
Utility District No.1 of Skagit County, Washington, relating to the water supply and distribution 
system of the District; providing for the issuance of water revenue bonds in the aggregate 
principal amount of not to exceed $10,500,000 to provide the funds with which to finance or 
reimburse the cost of constructing the Judy Reservoir to Mount Vernon water transmission line 
and other capital projects of the District, to provide for the reserve requirement for the bonds and 
to pay the costs of issuing and selling the bonds; fixing certain terms and covenants of the bonds; 
providing for the sale and delivery of the bonds to Skagit Bank; and providing for other related 
matters.  Commissioner Robertson stated that there was discussion at the recent WA PUD 
Association (WPUDA) meetings regarding local financing and the bids received by the District 
were met with a very favorable response by other utilities.  Commissioner Robertson moved to 
adopt Resolution No. 2230-16 as presented.  Commissioner Cook reiterated previous comments 
regarding a lack of Treasurer and Auditor, having an Interim General Manager and not having 
had financial reports and stated he could not approve the resolution.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Resolution No. 2240-16, A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON, APPOINTING CATHY LANGLOW AS 



TEMPORARY INTERIM AUDITOR OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON, tabled from the meeting of April 12.  
Commissioner Robertson stated he had moved to adopt the proposed resolution at the last 
meeting; however, an informational glitch prior to the executive session last week 
prevented action. Commissioner Robertson reaffirmed his motion to adopt Resolution 
No. 2231-16 as presented.  Commissioner Cook requested that the proposed resolution be 
read aloud; Commissioner Littlefield began reading the proposed resolution aloud and 
was interrupted by Commissioner Cook questioning the second paragraph and discussion 
ensued regarding the proposed resolution and disagreement over prior discussion 
concerning various aspects of filling the position.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that as 
reported previously, the interview team did not feel comfortable recommending one of 
the final candidates, re-reviewed all the applications, considered re-advertising and are 
recommending waiting until a new General Manager is hired and discussing with the 
Commission how to move forward at that time.  Commissioner Cook stated the 
Commission should have interviewed the candidates and asked to interview Deputy 
Auditor Langlow.  Commissioner Robertson stated that there is a motion on the table and 
called for a vote.  Commissioner Littlefield authorized Commissioner Cook to ask a 
couple of questions.  Commissioner Cook began asking Deputy Auditor Langlow if she 
met qualifications outlined in the Auditor job description.  Human Resource Manager 
White reminded the Commission that Deputy Auditor Langlow stepped up at the 
District’s request and they should be thankful for the work she has done and putting her 
on the spot is inexcusable, as the job description requirements are for a permanent 
Auditor.  Commissioner Robertson stated that there is a motion on the floor.  The motion 
passed.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that accounting procedures and internal controls 
were reviewed by an outside source and there were no issues identified. 

Under New Business, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik presented a 
recommendation to revise the District’s customer leak adjustment policy to cover two 
consecutive billing periods rather than one as currently in place.  He stated that the 
Commission has copies of a customer letter concerning a leak and the current policy.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the policy.  Commissioner Robertson 
moved to approve the revision to Section 3.4.2 as presented.  The motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that Commission notebooks include a 
Skagit Valley Herald article regarding the lane closure on Waugh Road.  Commissioner 
Littlefield asked if the lane is just closed during the day; Assistant Engineering Manager 
Handzlik replied yes, there is traffic control from 8AM-3PM and is open during the evening. 

Under Audience Comments, Curt Tronsdal stated that he was scooped on the fill station story in 
the paper by Bill Swanson and asked if there will be an additional demo on Friday; Assistant 
Engineering Manager Handzlik replied yes. 

Bill Swanson stated he was pleased with the fill station, it was a good experience and the 
pressure is pretty robust.  Commissioner Littlefield asked how long it took to fill his truck and if 
it was better than using a hydrant meter; Mr. Swanson replied it took him about 22 minutes to fill 
2,500 gallons. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson presented a summary of the 
history regarding the Public Works Assistance Account or Public Works Trust Fund 
(PWTF) and presented a legislative update.  He reported that Governor Inslee has vetoed 
Section 935 of SHB2376 and recognized the damage by not having the PWTF available.  
Commissioner Littlefield stated that this District has used the fund numerous times for 
project assistance. 

Commissioner Cook expressed disappointment at not interviewing Auditor candidates, 
Interim Manager Sidhu, Manager Powell and Deputy Auditor Langlow. 
  



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of April 19, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:23 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


